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WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE LINK

APPLICATION FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

2010
Membership of Wildlife and Countryside Link is open to national and international voluntary organisations based in the UK concerned with the conservation and protection of wildlife and the countryside.

Please provide as much information as possible in support of your application and complete the form below in block capitals.  It is recommended that you read the notes regarding Link membership at the bottom of this form first and contact Link’s Director to discuss your application before submitting your application form. 
Electronic submission of this form is acceptable and preferred.
A. ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION
1) Name of Organisation: 

2) Head Office Details:


Address



Telephone



Fax



Email



Website


3) Contact details for this application:


Name



Address (if different from above)


Direct Telephone



Direct Fax



Personal Email


4) What is the status of your organisation? E.g. registered charity, limited company etc

5) What are your organisation's aims and objectives? If you have a mission statement please state it here.

6) When was your organisation established?

7) What is the membership of your organisation? (E.g. number of supporting members of the public)

8) How many full and part-time staff are employed by your organisation?

Full time: 


Part time: 
9) What is the geographic remit of your organisation? (e.g. English, UK, European, international)
10) Please indicate if you have offices in the following areas and if so how many: 

Regional level in UK (please give details)


England




Wales

Scotland 




Northern Ireland

Europe



International (please give details)

B. REASONS FOR APPLYING FOR MEMBERSHIP

11) What does your organisation hope to achieve from membership of Wildlife and Countryside Link?
12) What contribution does your organisation hope to make to Wildlife and Countryside Link's work?  If you are representing a wider network, please detail how you envisage this relationship with Link working.
13) How do you believe your organisation will benefit from membership of Wildlife and Countryside Link?

14) Is your organisation a member of any other coalitions / networks?  And if so, does your organisation anticipate there being any overlap between your work with these and with Wildlife and Countryside Link?
15) With reference to Link’s current work areas (see www.wcl.org.uk) please indicate which, if any, of Link's current work areas you would be interested in being involved in. 

	Work area
	Name of participant (if available)
	E-mail address

	Agriculture Working Group
	
	

	Wildlife Trade Working Group
	
	

	Whales Working Group
	
	

	Land Use Planning Working Group
	
	

	Marine Legislation Working Group
	
	

	Biodiversity Working Group
	
	

	Water Working Group
	
	


Please note that Associate Members may only participate in one working group or task force and/or its sub-group.

C ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

16) Please provide the name and contact details of the person within your organisation who will usually act as official representative of your organisation (deputies can replace representatives): 

Name:




Position: 
Tel No:




e-mail: 
17) Please provide the name and contact details of the person to whom regular information bulletins and reports should be sent for distribution within your organisation:

Name:




Position: 
Tel No:




e-mail: 

18) Please enclose the following:

 Annual report and accounts

 Constitution/Articles of Association

 Any other relevant information

Signed: 
Position: 
Date: 
Please return this completed form together with the information noted in 16 above to: 

Jodie Bettis, Director, Wildlife and Countryside Link;
89 Albert Embankment; London

SE1 7TP; e-mail jodie@wcl.org.uk; fax 020 7820 8620

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE LINK MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

1. BACKGROUND

Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link) was established to:-

a) to provide a forum to help its members bring together their views on national and international issues affecting wildlife and the countryside and when possible co-ordinate action on issues of mutual interest;

b) to promote the conservation and protection of wildlife and countryside for the benefit of the public;

c) to advance public education in the understanding, care and appreciation of wildlife and countryside; 

d) to promote and undertake research into issues affecting the conservation and protection of wildlife and the countryside and to publish the useful results thereof; and

e) to campaign on issues affecting the conservation and protection of wildlife and countryside.

Link provides a liaison service to a membership of UK NGOs concerned with wildlife and the countryside. Link exists to help its members work positively and constructively together. Link is a means of establishing and promoting joint positions on policy issues (where this adds value to individual members' efforts) in order to influence Government policy and the direction of the Statutory Conservation Agencies. Joint meetings, letters and reports provide a conduit for the views of members to be conveyed more powerfully to ministers and key decision makers.

On becoming a member of Wildlife and Countryside Link, organisations give their permission to Link to share their contact details with the rest of the Link membership and other relevant parties (e.g. government departments & parliamentarians). This includes the addition of staff work email addresses on distribution lists which will be shared with Link members and others. Information will not be disclosed to commercial operations.
Membership of Link is open to national and international voluntary or other non‑profit distributing organisations based in the UK. Member organisations must be able to demonstrate an interest in furthering the work of Link, and their aims must include the protection of wildlife, landscape and the quiet enjoyment and appreciation of the countryside.

2. COST OF MEMBERSHIP

Link is funded by grants from conservation agencies but over half of its income is from its members. This reflects the fact that Link answers first and foremost to its members and provides them with a service.

The cost of membership is decided annually but is based primarily on annual turnover of the applicant organisation. Subscriptions fall due on the anniversary of confirmation of your membership – monthly direct debit payments can be arranged on request.

For 2010 subscription bands are:

· Up to £150,000 turnover per annum: £250

· £150,000 to £500,000 turnover per annum: £500

Please note that Associate Membership is not available to those organisations with an annual turnover of more than £500,000 per annum.

Link’s Management Committee retains the right to propose the termination of a membership, for example if a member’s subscription has not been paid or a member organisation is undertaking new initiatives which contradict the aims of Wildlife and Countryside Link.  When a membership is terminated no part of the annual subscription is repayable.

3. PROCEDURE FOR JOINING

Complete the application form and send it together with copies of your Annual Report, constitution and Articles of Association and accounts to the Link office (contact details as above). Your form is then circulated to all existing members of Link. If no objections are received in the Link office within 28 days the application will normally be approved. If there are objections or a member wishes to introduce a debate on the application then it is considered at a meeting of Link called with at least 14 days notice. Link has the absolute right to accept or reject an application (on a vote if necessary), and no explanation has to be given although we will seek to be as transparent as possible.  It is also advised that you contact Link’s Director to discuss your application before submitting this application form.
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