Joint Links Seminar 2010
September 15th - 16th, University of Chester
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Purpose of the event
Following the devolution-focussed seminars in November 2006 and October 2008, for this seminar we plan to focus on a range of current issues including the new UK government, changing political landscapes, on-going effects of the recession and European issues. We also want to provide an opportunity for some of our Task Forces / Working Groups to share ideas and potentially identify topics for future joint working / information sharing.
Day 1 Draft Agenda – 15th September
13.00

Arrival and buffet lunch
14.15

Welcome and introductions (Chair of Seminar)
14.30

Discussion session covering:

· UK government, changing political landscapes and implications for devolved UK 

· Public sector cuts – effects on NGO sector and statutory partners
· European / international issues and Link engagement

15.45

Tea / Coffee will be available at a suitable point during discussions (approx.15.45
)
17.15

Closing remarks (Chair of Seminar)
17.30

Close
19.00 

Dinner and informal networking 

Day 2 Draft Agenda – 16th September
09.20

Welcome and setting the scene for Day Two (Chair of Seminar)
09.30

‘Break-out’ sessions for members to share ideas and make links, may include:
· Biodiversity

· Marine 
· Climate change / energy

· Planning for green spaces 
· Sustainable land use 
· Working with Local Government
10.45

Brief report back of key points / agreed actions from break out groups
11.00

Seminar conclusions and next steps (Chair of Seminar)
11.15

Tea / Coffee
11.30

Depart for field trip with packed lunches
15.30

Close – coach journey ends at Railway Station
