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Link response to the “Automated vehicles: statement of safety 

principles consultation” 
 

9th September  

 

This response statement is on behalf of nature and animal welfare coalition Wildlife and 

Countryside Link (Link)  

 

 

This consultation asks for views on the draft statement of safety principles for self-driving vehicles in 

Great Britain (GB). Wildlife and Countryside Link believe that the potential impact on animals should 

be considered within the safety principles for driverless vehicles.  

Draft SoSP 1 (Self-driving vehicles should use the road in accordance with traffic laws and the 

Highway Code) is sensible.  The current guidance in the highway code relating to animals is as 

follows:  

- Rule 214 “When passing animals, drive slowly. Give them plenty of room and be ready to 

stop. Do not scare animals by sounding your horn, revving your engine or accelerating 

rapidly once you have passed them. Look out for animals being led, driven or ridden on the 

road and take extra care. Keep your speed down at bends and on narrow country roads. If a 

road is blocked by a herd of animals, stop and switch off your engine until they have left the 

road. Watch out for animals on unfenced roads.”   

- Rule 215 “Be particularly careful of horse riders and horse-drawn vehicles especially when 

approaching, overtaking, passing or moving away. Always pass wide and slowly. When you 

see a horse on a road, you should slow down to a maximum of 10 mph. Be patient, do not 

sound your horn or rev your engine. When safe to do so, pass wide and slow, allowing at 

least 2 metres of space. 

Feral or semi feral ponies found in areas such as the New Forest, Exmoor and Dartmoor 

require the same consideration as ridden horses when approaching or passing.” 

These safety precautions in the Highway Code should be maintained and followed by automated 

vehicles, but there should also be considerations that animals may move unpredictably into the 

road, and particularly at night when nocturnal species are emerging or may be more active when 

foraging. For this, draft SoSP 3 (Self-driving vehicles should predict, detect and respond to hazards 

proactively) is important and should consider ways to predict and prevent road traffic accidents and 

collisions with animals, including at different times and seasonally.   

The impact of a car accident on an animal can sometimes be fatal or lead to long periods of 

suffering. It can also have serious physical or emotional consequences for the passengers of the car, 

or economic damage for repairing the vehicle.  

https://www.wcl.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/automated-vehicles-statement-of-safety-principles/automated-vehicles-statement-of-safety-principles-consultation#principles-that-we-havent-included
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Section 170 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 states certain incidents involving a motor vehicle on a road 

are treated as road traffic accidents for the purposes of the driver’s legal duties. This includes 

accidents in which injury is caused to a person other than the driver, or where damage is caused to 

certain specified property or animals. Importantly, the legislation specifically identifies horse, cattle, 

ass, mule, sheep, pig, goat, or dog (other than a dog being carried in or on the vehicle) as qualifying 

animals. Where an accident involving a motor vehicle causes injury, or damage to, one of these 

animals, the driver is legally required to stop and provide their details. 

Our concern with this is the legislation is that it does not extend this specific reporting requirement 

to every type of animal. Consequently, an incident involving an animal outside the categories 

expressly listed in section 170 would not, solely on that basis, trigger the statutory reporting duty 

under that section. The law is therefore vague regarding when it is ‘reasonable’ or ‘unreasonable’ to 

perform an emergency stop for an animal if it were to run into a road. However, if a road traffic 

accident occurs in this instance, then it is generally considered ‘unreasonable’ to perform an 

emergency stop for a smaller animal than those listed in the legislation.  

While there is no legal requirement to stop for a smaller animal, it is advisable to use caution and 

reduce speed in areas where animals are likely to be present, including country lanes and areas with 

relevant road signage indicating the possibility of animals (deer, cattle, toads, ducks). Research 

indicates that up to 74,000 deer may be involved in vehicle collisions each year in Britain. The UK 

road sign featuring a running deer silhouette officially signifies the presence of wild animals in 

general, directing drivers to be cautious of any wildlife including foxes, badgers, hedgehogs and 

birds.  

Wildlife and Countryside Link believe that automated vehicles should be required to: 

1. Detect animals of varying sizes (from deer to dogs to small mammals such as hedgehogs). 

2. Distinguish animals from inanimate objects and human road users. 

3. Predict animal movement patterns (e.g., deer crossing behaviour, dogs off-lead), factoring in 

areas known for animal migrations. 

To help identify and geofence high animal-risk zones, automated vehicles should be required to: 

4. Report collisions or near-misses involving any animal. 
5. Share anonymised data with Defra and the Department of Transport to identify risk 

hotspots. 
6. Contribute to national datasets on wildlife-vehicle collisions. (This data is specifically crucial 

to organisations who monitor wild mammal populations specifically through roadkill data) 

 

 

 

 

Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link) is the largest nature coalition in England, bringing 

together 94 organisations to campaign for nature, climate, animal welfare and a healthy 
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environment for everyone. Wildlife and Countryside Link is a registered charity number 

1107460 and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales number 

3889519.  

 

For questions or further information please contact: 

Lisa Manning, Senior Policy Officer, Wildlife and Countryside Link E: Lisa@wcl.org.uk 

Wildlife & Countryside Link, Vox Studios, 1 – 45 Durham Street, Vauxhall, London, SE11 5JH 

www.wcl.org.uk  

 

The following organisations have inputted into this briefing and support the 

recommendations: 

 

Humane World for Animals UK 

Seal Research Trust  

Naturewatch Foundation 

Badger Trust 

RSPCA 

 

http://www.wcl.org.uk/

