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Call to Publish the Circular Economy Growth Plan from the agrifood sector 
 
Dame Angela Eagle DBE MP 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
 
The Rt Hon John Healey MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
Westminster 
London 

SW1A 2HQ 
22nd July 2026 

 
Dear Secretary of State and Chancellor, 
 
We write as environmental NGOs, industry associations, and coalitions working across food 
and agriculture to strongly support the creation of a more circular economy. From farm to 
fork, we see the benefits a circular economy can bring in reducing costs, minimising impact 
on the environment and saving consumers money. We urge you to publish the Circular 
Economy Growth Plan without delay. 
 
A more circular economy can deliver benefits right across the agrifood sector. Through 
circular use of nutrients, it can reduce the £400 million in artificial fertiliser unintentionally 
lost each year, cutting costs for farmers and reducing impacts to the environment.i Through 
tackling food waste, it can save a family of 4 almost £1,300 a year, adjusting for recent food 

inflation.ii Through driving food and drink packaging innovation, such as reuse, it can save 
businesses and local authorities almost £600 million per year while reducing packaging 
waste pollution.iii 
 
The ongoing delay in publishing the Circular Economy Growth Plan is slowing down delivery 

of these benefits. Businesses cannot invest in cost-saving innovations without the certainty 
provided by a clear strategy from government and these savings cannot be passed onto 
consumers. Meanwhile, pollution and resource use continue to impact the environment, 
limiting achievement of the government’s nature goals, including the residual waste targets 
in the Environment Act. 
 
We urge you to signal the government’s ambition and put us on the path to a world-leading 
circular economy. We are ready to support you to deliver. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
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Ali Plummer, Director of Policy and Advocacy, Wildlife and Countryside Link  
Brenda Black, Chief Executive Officer, Edinburgh Community Food  
Catherine Gunby, Executive Director, Fidra 
Emily Wilson, Head of Programmes, FOUR PAWS UK 
Glen Tarman, Director of Policy and Advocacy, Sustain: the alliance for better food and 
farming 
Jenny Hawley, Policy & Advocacy Manager, Plantlife 
Dr Jen Vanderhoven, CEO, BBIA 
Kit Stoner, Chief Executive, Bat Conservation Trust 
Lauren Weir, Senior Campaigner, Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA) 
Dr Layla Goddard, Policy Advisor, WWF-UK 
Linus Pardoe, Senior UK Programme Manager, The Good Food Institute Europe 
Patrick Holden, Founder & CEO, Sustainable Food Trust  
Rebecca Sunter, Executive Director (Interim), Eating Better 
Roz Bulleid, Research and Policy Director, Green Alliance 
Ruby Free, Policy and Advocacy Officer, Surfers Against Sewage 

Sarah Compson, Head of Policy & Campaigns, Pesticide Action Network UK 
 
 
 

 
i WWF, 2022: Nitrogen: Finding the Balance  
ii WRAP, 2025: Household Food and Drink Waste in the UK 2022  
iii GoUnpackaged, 2025: UK Reuse Infrastructure Modelling 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-02/NITROGEN_REPORT_summary_final.pdf
https://www.wrap.ngo/resources/report/household-food-and-drink-waste-uk-2022#download-file
https://gounpackaged.com/infrastructure-modelling

