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Nature is the foundation of national renewal 

​
Dear Prime Minister, 

​
National security, public health, economic prosperity and quality of life depend on restoring nature. 

The UK is already one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world. With wildfires burning, 

drought harming households and harvests, and rivers too polluted to swim in, the UK cannot afford 

to let nature’s decline continue. 

We are calling for your leadership to restore the nation’s great landscapes, habitats and seas. These 

should be the nation's breathing places; productive landscapes filled with wildlife, where everyone 

can enjoy nature, greenspace and fresh air in ways that enrich our lives. They should be the “critical 

natural infrastructure” that helps us adapt to climate change, produce good food, and bolster health. 

But the truth frequently falls short. Your government has diplomatic and legal obligations to halt the 

decline of wildlife and protect 30% of the land and sea for nature by 2030. Only a quarter of the 

public polled think the Government is doing enough to protect nature, and they are right: on the 

current path the UK will miss those targets. But there is still time to succeed. 

Two thirds of protected nature sites need urgent repair. Too often, nature protections exist more on 

paper than in practice. They have been neglected or damaged by intensive industry, pollution and a 

changing climate. As a result, communities and businesses are exposed to flooding, drought, 

wildfires and pollution, people lose access to healthy natural places, and wildlife remains in chronic 

decline. 

Many inspiring examples are already showing how nature can drive national renewal: helping tackle 

climate change and adapt to its impacts, creating good green jobs, and improving the places people 

live. Productive nature-friendly farming and green growth can sit alongside the return of amazing 

wildlife. But without your leadership these examples will remain the exception. 
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Restoring National Parks, National Landscapes, SSSIs, Special Protection Areas and Marine Protected 

Areas needs rapid action. We are calling for public and private investment and stronger laws and 

enforcement to restore protected sites. Our new research shows £2bn a year is needed to reward 

land-use that delivers public benefits and to fix our critical natural infrastructure. Stronger laws and 

decisive enforcement are needed to stop the abuses that are hollowing out our natural world. 

Labour’s legacy on protected areas is one of ambition and imagination. National Parks, National 

Landscapes and SSSIs were part of post-war national renewal, recognising that beautiful, wildlife-rich 

places are not a luxury, but essential to a good life for everyone. It is time to renew that promise to 

face up to the challenges of climate change and nature’s decline. 

We urge your government to make restoring, expanding and strengthening protected areas a 

defining priority and a core part of your vision for a better, fairer and safer future. We stand ready to 

support the delivery of an ambitious programme to restore our natural world. 

 

  

Yours sincerely, 

Beccy Speight, CEO, RSPB 

Darren Moorcroft, CEO, The Woodland Trust 

Nicola Hutchinson, CEO, Plantlife International 

Harry Bowell, Director of Land and Conservation, The National Trust 

Rose O’Neill, CEO, Campaign for National Parks 

Rebecca Wrigley, CEO, Rewilding Britain 

Professor Juliet Vickery, CEO, British Trust for Ornithology 

Professor Jeremy Biggs, CEO, The Freshwater Habitats Trust 

Rebecca Kennelly MBE DL, CEO, The Conservation Volunteers 

Tanya Steele, CEO, WWF UK 

Sarah Fowler, CEO, WWT 

Sally Hayns, CEO, Chartered Institution of Ecology & Environmental Management 

Nida Al-Fulaij, CEO, People’s Trust for Endangered Species 

Kyle Lischak, Head of UK, ClientEarth 

Gareth Richards, Gower Seal Group 

Mark Lloyd, CEO, The Rivers Trust 

Roger Mortlock, CEO, CPRE, the Countryside Charity 
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Dr Hazel Norman, CEO, British Ecological Society 

Dr Richard Young, CEO, The Beaver Trust 

Paul Coulson FIFM, CEO, Institute of Fisheries Management 

Harry Barton, CEO, Earthwatch Europe 

Philip Lymbery, Global CEO, Compassion in World Farming 

Catherine Gunby, Executive Director, Fidra 

James Wallace, CEO, River Action 

David Elliott, Executive Director, Humane World for Animals 

James Blake, CEO, YHA (England & Wales) 

Kit Stoner, CEO, Bat Conservation Trust 

Kathy Wormald, CEO, Froglife 

Taras Bains, UK Lead, Global Youth Biodiversity Network UK 

Ross Maloney, CEO, The Ramblers 

Matt Larsen-Daw, CEO, The Mammal Society 

Giles Bristow, CEO, Surfers Against Sewage 

David Balharry, CEO, John Muir Trust 

Bob Warnock, Executive Director, Ancient Tree Forum 

Dr Claire Eatock and Deborah Benham, Directors, The WiSe Scheme 

Sue Sayer MBE, Founder and Director, Seal Research Trust 

Fay Vass, CEO, British Hedgehog Preservation Society 

Allison Ogden-Newton, CEO, Keep Britain Tidy​  

Dan Jarvis, Director of Welfare and Conservation, British Divers Marine Life Rescue 

Will Travers OBE, Co-Founder and Executive President, Born Free Foundation 

Joan Edwards, Director of Policy and Advocacy, the Wildlife Trusts 

 Will McCallum & Areeba Hamid, co-Executive Directors, Greenpeace UK 

Guy Shrubsole, author and campaigner 

Rosie Smart-Knight, Campaign Lead, Wild Card 

Neil Ross Russell, Managing Director, Ecologi 

Sam Jackson, Director of Climate Science and Impact, Ecologi 
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Dan Yates, Executive Director, European Outdoor Conservation Association (EOCA) 

Dr Tony Gent, CEO, Amphibian and Reptile Conservation 

Christopher Hammond, CEO, UK100 

Julie Williams, CEO, Butterfly Conservation 

Rachel Salvidge, Co-founder, Watershed  

Nigel Palmer, Chief Executive, Badger Trust 

Sarah Carr, CEO, Naturewatch Foundation 

Adrian Gahan, Ocean Director, Campaign for Nature 

Kirsten Pullen, Chief Conservation Officer and Deputy CEO, Chester Zoo 

David Green, Chair, Friends of the South Downs 

Dom Ferris, CEO, Trash Free Trails 

Professor Sarah Nield, Chair, New Forest Association 

Rachel Cockett, Chair, Shropshire Hills Landscape Trust 

Kate Ashbrook, General Secretary, Open Spaces Society 

Tom Laws, Campaign Manager, Save Our Rivers 

John Cuthbertson, Chairman, Disabled Ramblers 

Tina Bath, Chair, The Mendip Society 

Marj Powner, Vice Chair, Community Planning Alliance 

Sophie Amos, Executive Director, Friends of the Dales  

Colin Walker, CEO, Friends of the Lake District 

Paul Ratcliffe, Chief Executive, British Mountaineering Council 

Dr Amy McDonnell & James Sutton, Co-Executive Directors, Zero Hour  

Dr Richard Benwell, CEO, Wildlife & Countryside Link 
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