Blueprint for Water response: River Basin
Management Plan consultation ‘Working Together’

14t May 2025

This response is on behalf of Blueprint for Water, part of nature and animal welfare coalition
Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link).

Questions

1. Are there any other plans or strategies relevant to the updating of the river basin
management plans not mentioned here or in the current river basin management plans?

Yes.
If you answered 'yes', please provide details below

Ambitious, holistic action will be required to effectively manage the water environment, and
to drive the necessary improvements in water health. This must look across freshwater,
terrestrial and marine systems and management, and across sectors.

To this end, is important that River Basin Management Plans take account of and work
complementarily with land-use strategies such as the Land Use Framework (LUF), which is
not currently listed within the consultation page and should be added. Diffuse Water
Pollution Plans are also not mentioned on the consultation page. Similarly, the consultation
page could refer to further plans and strategies that must be influenced by River Basin
Management Plans, such as the 25-year Farming Roadmap.

The consultation page does not list specific plans and strategies relevant to agriculture,
merely referencing that ‘there are other plans and strategies’, and naming both the GB INNS
Strategy and Chemicals Risk Reduction Strategies as two national examples. Examples are
not given for ‘place-based and site specific’ plans and strategies. Furthermore, the Chemicals
Risk Reduction Strategies linked-to are all at least 20 years old. This suggests that further
consideration is needed of chemical and agricultural plans and strategies that will be
relevant to updating the RBMPs; the latter should include the LUF and DWPPs, as
mentioned.

Further plans and strategies relevant to the updating of the River Basin Management Plans
that are currently not mentioned include:


https://www.wcl.org.uk/

e Eel management plans

e Salmon action plans and NASCO implementation plans
e SAC objectives

e England Peat Action Plan

e Local Nature Recovery Strategies

e SSSI Protected Site Strategies

e National Adaptation Plan

e UK Marine Strategy

e Marine Protected Area (MPA) Management Plans

e Invasive non-native species strategies and action plans?!

e Government’s Al Action Plan (given the significant impacts of Al on water
consumption)

In addition to plans and strategies, there are further reports and rulings that will be relevant
to this update process and should be considered. For example, the recent report from the
Office for Environmental Protection ‘A review of implementation of the Water Framework
Directive Regulations and River Basin Management Planning in England’, which sets out
fifteen recommendations for how the RBMP process can be improved and therefore deliver
better environmental outcomes.? 3 The judgement and other relevant detail from the
Pickering Fishery Association and Fish Legal case challenging the sufficiency of RBMPs at the
Costa Beck must also be integral to this update process.*

The findings and recommendations from the Independent Water Commission will also be
relevant and should be incorporated into the update of RBMPs as appropriate.

2. Have we identified all those who need to be involved in updating the river basin
management plans?

No.
If you think a relevant organisation is not involved, please tell us:

The following organisations and stakeholder groups are not currently identified on the
consultation page, yet will be relevant to updating River Basin Management Plans:

e Community (or ‘consumer’) groups.

! For example: Derwent+Catchment+INNS+Strategy+and+Action+Plan+2023-27.pdf

2 OEP. (2024). OEP finds ‘deeply concerning’ issues with how the laws in place to protect England’s rivers, lakes
and coastal waters are being put into practice | Office for Environmental Protection

3 Blueprint for Water’s own assessment, position and recommendations for improving RBMPs can be accessed
here: WCL Blueprint. WFD Position Paper July 2024.pdf and here:

Briefing The Future of Water Policy Apr 2025.pdf

4 Court case loss will require Government to clean up rivers nationwide - Angling Trust



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/659578e8e7cd7c42593112b4/t/65bbcbb859867944f938c858/1706806203467/Derwent+Catchment+INNS+Strategy+and+Action+Plan+2023-27.pdf
https://www.theoep.org.uk/report/oep-finds-deeply-concerning-issues-how-laws-place-protect-englands-rivers-lakes-and-coastal
https://www.theoep.org.uk/report/oep-finds-deeply-concerning-issues-how-laws-place-protect-englands-rivers-lakes-and-coastal
https://www.wcl.org.uk/docs/WCL_Blueprint_WFD_Position_Paper_July_2024.pdf
https://www.wcl.org.uk/docs/Briefing_The_Future_of_Water_Policy_Apr_2025.pdf
https://anglingtrust.net/2025/04/02/court-case-loss-will-require-government-to-clean-up-rivers-nationwide/#:~:text=A%20local%20angling%20club%2C%20Pickering,tackling%20the%20sources%20of%20pollution.

e Fishery owners / managers

e Invasive non-native species Local Action Groups (LAGs)®
e Recreational Groups (e.g. Clean Water Sports Alliance)
e Shellfish industry

3. What would help you to engage with the process of updating the river basin
management plans?

The water policy space is currently very busy, and the capacities of many key organisations
and stakeholders therefore very stretched. As such, allowing stakeholders plenty of time to
engage with this process will be essential. Whilst the consultation windows are currently set
to each last 6 months, early promotion and engagement ahead of time and within the initial
few months of each will be important.

Given this busy policy space, the Environment Agency should clarify where the RBMPs
update process and relevant consultations are situated within the wider policy landscape.
For example, explaining how the update process will take account of and work alongside
wider work such as the Independent Water Commission, the Land Use Framework, the
Planning and Infrastructure Bill, and so on.

Blueprint for Water would value the opportunity to meet with Environment Agency
colleagues early within the process of each consultation period, to discuss and workshop
ideas, before then following up with written responses once thoughts have been shared and
developed. This will allow stakeholders to share their thoughts, experiences and expertise
early in the process, and to ensure that our input to the process can be as productive as
possible.

4. Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or group?
Responding on behalf of an organisation or group

If you're responding on behalf of an organisation or group, please tell us who you are
responding on behalf of and include its type e.g. business, environmental group.

Blueprint for Water, part of Wildlife and Countryside Link, environmental group

5 LAGs cover approximately 60% of the land area in Britain. A map of LAG coverage is available here: LAGs and
other organisations managing INNS » NNSS



https://www.nonnativespecies.org/local-action-groups-lags/list-of-lags
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/local-action-groups-lags/list-of-lags

5. Please tell us if you would like to (tick all that apply):

Receive an email acknowledging your response - Yes
Receive an email to let you know that the summary of responses has been published - Yes
If you have ticked any of the boxes above, please provide us with your email address:

eleanor@wcl.org.uk

If you are happy for us to contact you about your response please tick the 'yes' box below.
We will only contact you for clarifications about your response or to follow up on any
suggestions you have made

Yes.

6. Please let us know which river basin district you're based in:
Not applicable.

All responses will be assessed by a national team and circulated to relevant teams
(specialist or local). To help us with this process, please select one of the following options
that best describes your feedback:

My response applies to all river basin districts

7. How did you find out about this consultation?
Please select all that apply:

From the Environment Agency.

8. Can we publish your response? We will not include personal information. This is a
required question. Please select one of the following

Yes.
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Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link) is the largest nature coalition in England, bringing
together 89 organisations to campaign for nature, climate, animal welfare and a healthy
environment for everyone. Wildlife and Countryside Link is a registered charity number
1107460 and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales number
3889519.

For questions or further information please contact: Ellie Ward, Senior Policy Officer, Wildlife
and Countryside Link E: eleanor@wcl.org.uk

Wildlife & Countryside Link, Vox Studios, 1 — 45 Durham Street, Vauxhall, London, SE11 5JH
www.wcl.org.uk
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