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Blueprint for Water response: Environment Agency
charge proposal — cost of service

28t May 2025

This response is on behalf of Blueprint for Water, part of nature and animal welfare coalition
Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link).

This response is supported by Angling Trust, Freshwater Habitats Trust, Friends of the Earth,
Marine Conservation Society, River Action, RSPB, The Rivers Trust, The Wildlife Trusts.

Questions

Question 1: Do you agree or disagree with the proposed increase in our charges to cover
the cost of the change in our cost of service as given in tables 5 to 8?

Agree.

Why do you think this? Please include any additional comments or suggestions you have
about our proposals.

Blueprint for Water broadly agrees with the proposed increase in charges to cover changing
cost of service.

We recognise the need to ensure that Environment Agency resourcing to oversee the
permitting regime is sufficient, and so support the proposed one-off charge increases and
subsequent annual inflation-linked increases set out in the consultation document as a
general approach.

It is important that charges do not act as a deterrent or to disincentivise environmentally
beneficial activity, particularly where this is contributing to delivery of River Basin
Management Plans, the protection and restoration of SSSls, and Government’s legally-
binding environmental targets. We support these charges in relation to the environmentally
beneficial activities currently charged an application rate at £135; these rates should be
secured against any future significant increases.

However, we suggest that greater clarity is required to explain how environmentally-
beneficial schemes should be charged; some delivery organisations have experienced much
higher charges, for example in relation to Flood Risk Activity Permits, or have had to
challenge additional charges being applied. We would welcome the opportunity to share
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details and discuss further with Agency colleagues, and to understand how the charges
should apply through the provision of worked examples.

Greater transparency and consistency regarding charging generally would be beneficial, for
example to ensure that permits are processed as efficiently as possible. Delays and
uncertainty regarding charges can jeopardise delivery and the viability of environmentally
beneficial projects, particularly those with limited budgets such as small weir removals.

In order to not add significant further cost burdens to environmentally beneficial activity
where the activity is a surface water or groundwater abstraction for the transfer of water
(where, under the proposals, costs would increase by 9.5% or £142.50) we suggest instead
an increase of 7.5%. This cost strikes a balance between ensuring that the cost of regulation
is supported by charge increases, and limiting the additional costs placed upon
environmentally-beneficial projects. Under this suggestion, costs for environmentally-
beneficial water transfers would instead increase by £112.50 to £1,612.50.

Regarding annual inflation increases, we welcome this forward notice which will be helpful
in budgeting for projects to be delivered over multiple years, as it means that known cost
requirements for permit applications can be factored in from the start.

If you would like to receive emails acknowledging your response and or telling you when
we have published the summary of responses, please select from:

Yes, | would like to receive an email acknowledging my response.

Yes, | would like to receive an email to let me know the consultation response document is
published.

If you have selected any of the above, please tell us your email address:

eleanor@wcl.org.uk

Can we publish your response? We will not include personal information.

Yes.

Please tell us if you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or
group. Select one answer only from the following options:

Responding on behalf of an organisation or group
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What is the name of your organisation or group:

Blueprint for Water, part of Wildlife and Countryside Link

If you responded on behalf of an organisation or group, how many employees work in the
organisation or group?

N/A — Blueprint for Water is a coalition of organisations working to restore the ecology of
the UK'’s rivers, lakes, ponds and wetlands by seeking improvements to water policy at an
England level. It is the freshwater policy working group of Wildlife and Countryside Link, the
largest environment and wildlife coalition in England.

What is your main area of business?
Other (please specify)

As above, Blueprint for Water is a coalition of organisations working to restore the ecology
of the UK’s rivers, lakes, ponds and wetlands by seeking improvements to water policy at an
England level. It is the freshwater policy working group of Wildlife and Countryside Link, the
largest environment and wildlife coalition in England.

Which charging scheme applies to your business?

Blueprint for Water is a policy organisation, the charging schemes do not apply.

Please tell us how you found out about this consultation:
Other (please specify below)

From a gov.uk alert

Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link) is the largest nature coalition in England, bringing
together 89 organisations to campaign for nature, climate, animal welfare and a healthy
environment for everyone. Wildlife and Countryside Link is a registered charity number
1107460 and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales number
3889519.
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For questions or further information please contact: Ellie Ward, Senior Policy Officer, Wildlife
and Countryside Link E: eleanor@wcl.org.uk

Wildlife & Countryside Link, Vox Studios, 1 — 45 Durham Street, Vauxhall, London, SE11 5JH
www.wcl.org.uk

This response is supported by the following organisations:

e Angling Trust

e Freshwater Habitats Trust

e Friends of the Earth

e Marine Conservation Society
e River Action

e RSPB

e The Rivers Trust

e The Wildlife Trusts
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